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NEWS

Sydney key to flights
SYDNEY may hold the key to
bringing more flights and
tourists to Alice Springs.

Braitling MLA Adam Giles
has highlighted the opportun-
ities a second airline could
offer Alice Springs in letters
addressed to the CEOs of
Jetstar, Virgin and Air North.
He says 45 per cent of all
international travellers to
Central Austral ia come
through Sydney and only 18
per cent come from Mel-
bourne, yet Tiger Airways suc-
cessfully operated its low cost
carrier from this port.

Qantas and QantasLink re-
main the only airlines to serv-
ice Alice Springs. Mr Giles
said: ``There will be opportun-
ities in the future. We need
more competition. What we
have to do with our economy is
make sure there is a reason to
keep coming to Alice Springs.
As Jetstar continues to grow
its Darwin hub there is the
possibility for links to Alice
Springs.''

Air North flies across the
Top End but Mr Giles said
future routes should be con-
sidered to Alice Springs.

Chinese tourism push
THE Northern Territory Gov-
ernment wants to develop new
strategies to increase tourist
numbers from China.

T o u r i s m M i n i s t e r
Malarndirri McCarthy said:
``We have an excellent oppor-
tunity to benefit from the
cur ren t unpreceden ted
growth in Chinese travel.

``The number of visitors
from China to Australia re-
cently rocketed, making it
Australia's fourth-largest
inbound source market, worth
an impressive $3.26 billion to
the nation's economy.

``The Northern Territory
welcomes only around 1 per
cent of these visitors, which
shows we have great potential
to significantly grow this mar-
ket into the future.''

A `Developing a China Mar-
ket Activation Plan' discuss-
ion paper has been created on
strategies that will increase
the demand and supply of
Chinese tourism.

Key stakeholders are en-
couraged to provide feedback
on the paper by December 1.

It can be found on the
tourismnt.com.au website.

Eli Melky

Youth
funds
wasted
Erin Jones
FUNDING for youth
service bodies in Alice
Springs should be re-
viewed and brought
under the one service
provider, says Alder-
man Eli Melky.

Mr Melky wants the
funding to come under
stricter control, with
one main service pro-
vider to work in part-
nership with Alice
Springs Town Coun-
cil.

He said: ``I called for
a youth curfew to ad-
dress the crime and
danger ever present to
youth who are out late
at night and found the
main opposition to this
was from those who
were offering a youth
service. Many of these
youth services were
quick to oppose a
youth curfew but were
unable to, or did not,
provide a solution to
the current challenge.

``The Alice Springs
Town Council should
have a leading role to
play when it comes to
protecting our youth
and work in partner-
ship with a main serv-
ice provider to achieve
better outcomes.

``There are far too
many youth services
in Alice and clearly the
result is way below
community expec-
tations. The Town
Council can be in-
volved in a leading role
and should expect the
NT Government to
conduct a review into
the youth services
funding waste.''

Lasseter's Reef: Rock samples gold test riddle
Sally Brooks
T H E m y s t e r y s u r r o u n d i n g
Lasseter's gold reef has been fuelled
by conflicting reports on whether
rock samples taken recently from a
large quartz outcrop will be tested for
gold.

It was reported in September that
samples from the outcrop near the
Petermann Ranges were being
tested. Bob Lasseter, son of Harold
Lasseter who, in 1929, claimed to have
found a large gold reef near the
Northern Territory and Western
Australia borders, has decided not to
test the quartz rock.

Mr Lasseter told the Centralian

Advocate : ``I've made a definite de-
cision not to (test the quartz). I don't
really think they're worth testing,
and it wasn't a proper sample at all, it
was a collection of a few rocks.

``Outcrops like that are not at all
uncommon. I can think of a dozen
places where you get a similar out-
crop like that. There's a lot more that
are equally as valuable as a prospec-
tive site.

``I don't have a permit to do any
prospecting in the Aboriginal re-
serve.''

In 1931, Bob's father Harold died in
the desert, while looking for the reef,
after his camels bolted. The reef has

never been found. Mr Lasseter, 87,
was in Central Australia with Aust-
ralian entrepreneur Dick Smith in
September to film a feature about
the reef.

Along with a film crew, the pair
travelled to a site near NT/WA
border where it is believed the fabled
gold reef lies.

Mr Smith has recently bought a
map from former Sydney mayor
Gerry Nolan for $1500, a map Mr
Nolan claims shows where the reef is.
But Mr Lasseter said he spoke with
Mr Nolan about the map years ago.

He said: ``Gerry contacted me 20
years back and said he was with a

geological party at the time. If that
was so, they would have made some
assessment about it.''

Mr Lasseter hopes to visit Central
Australia again and asked the Cent-
ralian Advocate who is else is looking
for the reef.

Smoke from bushfires hindered
the group's search efforts in Septem-
ber. He said: ``The day we flew down
there there was so much smoke in
the air. I couldn't see far enough
through the smoke to know if there
were any landmarks there.

``I'd like to get another chance to
look around the area but my wife
reckons I'm getting too old.''

Bonanza gold
find at Tennant

Some of the drilling cores

Project manager Steve Russell and principal geologist Grant
``Rocky'' Osborne examine cores at the site

Steve Menzies
THERE is an exciting prospect of a new
gold mine about 60km north west of
Tennant Creek.

Emmerson Resources managing direc-
tor Rob Bills was yelling ``bonanza'' this
week after some stellar drilling results.

Tennant Creek has long been one of
Australia's highest grade goldfields, but
Emmerson's Gecko find was something
else again, with significant visible gold in
the drill samples.

One hole produced a metre that
sampled at an amazing 93.7 grams of gold
per tonne.

The gold was found deeper under
ground previously mined for copper.

``Bonanza'' is a descriptive geological
term for when grades reach levels that
make you rip your hat off and throw it in
the air.

Mr Bills said the potential gold strike
was the result of perseverance and appli-
cation of new technology.

Emmerson is using a time-domain
electromagnetic geophysical system, as
reported in the Centralian Advocate on
March 18 this year, to detect copper and
gold deposits in the previously-mined
Warrego and Gecko areas.

The system sends an electric current
into the ground from two generators in a
lasso-like loop being flown by a helicopter
30m above the ground. A receiver on the
helicopter records the responding waves
to determine conductive metals such as
copper and gold.

Mr Bills said the ``spectacular'' gold
grades strongly supported the concept
that the Gecko structure could host
``multiple, significant, gold and copper-
gold resources''.

``We have now confirmed, through our
drilling, similar styles of mineralisation at
both Monitor and Goanna, some 2.5km
apart.

``There is also excellent potential for
additional discoveries, as this corridor
stretches over 8km and remains largely
unexplored by this new style of detec-
tion.''

The bonanza grades were contained
within a very thick zone of gold-copper.

Mr Bills said more drilling in the next
one to three years would be needed to
confirm how far the structure continues
before the company began mining.

But he said all the infrastructure,
including a processing mill, were in place
so there would be ``no major cost barriers''
to the project.

Emmerson has $7.2 million ``in the
bank'' and a $28 million joint venture with
Ivanhoe Australia Ltd for the project.

It has 10 staff on-site in Tennant Creek
and six in Perth.

Mr Bills said the Tennant Creek num-
bers would increase with more explorat-
ion and a decision had still to made
whether Emmerson would mine the de-
posit, if viable, itself or contract it out.

The value of Emmerson's shares has
doubled, from 12c to 24c, since the drill
sample was announced on Wednesday.


